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King Billy had
ordered his English
Government not

to help or support
Darien in any way



Company of Scotland HQ - Darien House,
Edinburgh (now demolished)

Spain wasn't best pleased with the
whole venture either, as they had
their own claims to the territory, and
blockaded Fort St Andrew in an effort
to drive the Scots out, which they
finally achieved in 1700. That was the
end of Darien, but the Company of
Scotland persisted with its efforts

to establish trading links elsewhere
bringing it into constant conflict with
the English. By this time, Queen Anne
had ascended the throne and was
anxious to avoid war with Scotland,
which was a distinct possibility as
the continuous English interference
in Scottish trading activities had,
understandably, not been appreciated
by either the Scottish Parliament

or the Scottish public. Her solution
was to instigate negotiations with
the Scottish nobility with a view to
uniting the parliaments of Scotland
and England. Why would the Scots be
interested in giving up their political
independence? Well, as always, follow
the money...!

As part of the Treaty of Union
negotiations in 1707, the English
Parliament offered the sum of
£398,085 (and 10 shillings!) to,
effectively, reimburse those
individuals who had lost their
investment in the Company of
Scotland. As the principal investors
were drawn from the ranks of the
same nobility negotiating the treaty...
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Why would the
Scots be interested
in giving up

their political
independence?




hence we see with absolute clarity
the targets of the famous Burns'line
"We're bought and sold for English
gold, sic a parcel o roguesin a
nation”!

The truth is that both Darien and the
Company of Scotland were funded
by private investors, not by the
Scottish Government. Therefore, it
is completely false to assert that the
country of Scotland was bankrupt
or close to bankruptcy as a result
of the failure of either Darien or the
Company of Scotland. Historian
Gordon MacGregor confirms this
view: “No doubt some of the larger
single investors took a serious hit,
and the Alien Act of 1705 threatened
further depletion of their precious
reserves. It wasn't the country that
was bankrupt but those at the top
who didn't like taking a loss and
would rather sell-out and recoup
their losses than defend their

This chest was used to store the money and documents cou n_try Sl n,te reStS';,Th ey real Iy do
of the Company of Scotland, established in 1695. think we're daft!

That the ventures failed in
large part due to the sleekit
subterfuge of the English
Establishment, supported and
encouraged by (supposedly!)
our own monarchy, is also clear.
The money paid to Scotland to
reimburse individual investors
was officially described as being
compensation for Scotland
assuming a proportional share
of England’s national debt -
importantly, Scotland had no
national debt whatsoever... In
today’s money, that English
national debt was around £2.5
billion! Remember, as pointed
out earlier, that was exchanged
for £60 million to private
coffers... Good work
lads!

So, next time a
BritNat or Vichy
Scot attempts
to patronise with
the What about
Darien? myth,
remember that it
was their forebears
who wrote the
accepted narrative
and remember their
reasons for doing so
—to keep Scotland
down. Let's stand by
our iScot Magazine
principles — be “o
independent mind”
and “Choose Scotland
- Big Enough. Smart
Enough. Rich Enough.”
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